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Basic Religious Charities1 
 
Just over 44,000 registered charities filed their first Annual Information Statement (AIS) return with the 
Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC) before the end of October 2014. Of these, 
10,918 charities self-identified as Basic Religious Charities (BRCs).2 These are usually, but not always, 
unincorporated religious congregations3 which receive no or little government funding. 
Having a central agency for reporting, in the form of the ACNC, having access to information supplied in 
the AIS by registered organisations has allowed access to new measures of charities and their activities. In 
September 2014 the ACNC, in conjunction with Curtin University Not-for-profit Initiative, released a high-
level report on the first AIS,4 and the data were also made available digitally through the Australian 
Government Data Repository.5 
This factsheet builds on that report by focusing on BRCs. 
What is a Basic Religious Charity? 
To be classified as a BRC, a charity must: 
 Have a charitable purpose of ‘advancing religion’; 
                                                 
1
 The Community Services Industry Alliance (CSIA) provided funding to support this research. 
2
 The data filed to 31 October 2014 are used in this factsheet. Refer note on data at end of this factsheet for further information 
about data used.  
3
 These are generally religious organisations not incorporated under the Corporations Act 2001 (Cth) or the Corporations 
(Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander) Act, or State and Territory Incorporated Associations Acts: s 205-35 Australian Charities 
and Not-for-profits Commission Act 2012. 
4
 Knight, P.A. and D.J. Gilchrist (2014) Australian Charities 2014: The First report on Charities Registered with the Australian 
Charities and Not-for-profits Commission, Report for the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission, Melbourne. The 
report also combined some ATO data from the Australian Business Register, Business Activity Statements and PAYG summaries. 
5
 Available under ACNC on http://data.gov.au 
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 Not be able to be registered as any other subtype of charity (i.e. its charitable purpose cannot 
be relief of poverty, the advancement of education, the provision of child care services or 
another purpose beneficial to the community);6 
 Not be incorporated as a company or incorporated association; 
 Not be allowed by the ACNC to report as part of a group; 
 Not be endorsed as a deductible gift recipient (DGR); and 
 Not have received more than $100,000 in government grants this financial year, or in either of 
the past two financial years.7 
The BRC was intended as a classification for faith-based congregations to be granted a lower reporting 
burden and be exempt from certain mandatory governance arrangements for charities, because it was 
regarded as inappropriate for the ACNC to interfere in the governance of small religious bodies which 
were not incorporated and received little direct funds from government. 
How many charities are classified as BRCs? 
Of the 44,352 ACNC charities that filed their first AIS, 10,918 claimed BRC status. Overall, 25.3% of 
charities in Australia self-identified as basic religious (see Table 1). 8 Most (93.6%) BRCs operate in one 
state only – only 2.5% of them operate in more than three states.  
Table 1. Percentage of charities resident in each state that identify as basic religious charities 
State of residence BRCs resident in state BRCs operating in state 
 Number Percentage Number Percentage 
NSW 3,898 35.8% 4,163 38.1% 
VIC 2,580 23.7% 2,874 26.3% 
QLD 1,750 16.1% 2,077 19.0% 
SA 1,016 9.3% 1,263 11.6% 
WA 1,087 10.0% 1,327 12.2% 
TAS 373 3.4% 564 5.2% 
ACT 123 1.1% 339 3.1% 
NT 71 0.7% 248 2.3% 
  
                                                 
6
 Charities (Consequential amendments and Transitional Provisions) Act 2013 reformed this definition and reporting will occur in 
future years on 14 subtype classifications of charities. 
7
 The definition is set out in s 205-35 of the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Act 2012. 
8
 While 10,918 charities identified themselves as BRCs, it appears that many of these do not meet the requirements to be 
classified as such. The ACNC estimates that around 10% of charities have this status.  
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What was their charitable purpose?  
While it is a requirement that BRCs have the charitable purpose of ‘advancing religion’, only 93.5% of all 
charities that self-identified as basic religious listed this as their charitable purpose (see figure 1).9 It is 
expected that this will alter in future years with a greater understanding of the ACNC requirements. For 
charities that have a religious purpose, but do not qualify for BRC status, nearly half (47%) also had the 
charitable purpose of advancing education.  
 
Figure 1. Charitable purpose for basic religious charities 
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What is the size of BRCs? 
More than 80% of BRCs were categorised as small charities,10 compared to 56.5% of charities which have 
the purpose of advancing religion, but are not BRCs. Nearly 30% of charities which have religious purposes, 
but are not BRCs are large charities with annual revenue exceeding $1 million. Some 3% of BRCs and 19.4% 
of charities with other purposes are also classified as large charities (see Figure 2).  
 
Figure 2. Basic religious charities and charity size 
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 The ACNC has three different charity size categories (small, medium, large) based on annual revenue: 
 small charity – annual revenue is less than $250 000 
 medium charity – annual revenue is $250 000 or more, but less than $1 million 
 large charity – annual revenue is $1 million or more. 
Revenue is income that arises in the course of ordinary activities of a charity. Revenue can include income from sales, fees, 
interest, dividends or royalties. Charities need to calculate their revenue by using the Australian Accounting Standards 
(AAS), which are set by the Australian Accounting Standards Board (AASB) (from 
http://www.acnc.gov.au/ACNC/FTS/Fact_CharSize.aspx) 
0%
20%
40%
60%
80%
100%
Small Medium Large
Basic religious charities and charity size 
Basic religious charities Religious purposes but not BRC
All other non-religious charities All charities
5 
 
When were BRCs established? 
The mean year of establishment for BRCs was 1964, but the most commonly cited year of establishment 
was 1977, and 12.5% were established before 1900. On the other hand, 21% were established after 2000. 
For religious charities that are not BRCs, the mean year of establishment was 1975, while the median was 
1989 and the most common year of establishment for these charities was 1999. For all charities combined, 
the mean year of establishment was 1978 (median = 1989). Less than 5% of all charities were established 
before 1900, while 28.3% of all charities were established since 2000.  
It is apparent that BRCs have an older profile compared to total charities and have been declining in 
establishment in recent years. During the post-war period, church establishment outstripped that of other 
charities, then markedly slowed after the 1980s compared to other charities. This appears to accord with 
common perceptions of the growth of religious denominations. It will be useful to monitor the closure of 
such charities in future years. 
 
Figure 3. Year of establishment for basic religious charities 
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How many are employed by or volunteer for BRCs? 
More than half of the BRCs have either full-time staff, part-time staff or both full- and part-time staff 
(58.2%), while 26.4% specifically reported that they have no paid staff. On average, BRCs across Australia 
employ 3.3 full-time staff and 2.7 part-time staff. Nearly half (49.4%) do not employ any full-time staff and 
almost the same number (45.8%) do not employ any part-time staff. More than half of all BRCs (55.3%) 
specifically stated that they employ five or fewer full- or part-time staff. Of the number who report 
employing paid staff, nearly 90% employ five or fewer.  
Volunteer numbers are higher, with an average of 39.32 volunteers per charity, although 6.9% of all BRCs 
report having no volunteers, which is surprising if correct, and 4.4% specifically reported that they have no 
staff and no volunteers – an unexpected result. It is possible that the definition of volunteer has not been 
understood by many reporting charities.  
Accurately measuring volunteering is a difficult task because of a lack of records and failure to recognize 
activities as falling within the definition of volunteering. Often service as an unpaid board member, unpaid 
overtime by remunerated staff and volunteers in a religious context go unrecognized. It is difficult for an 
organization that has reported ‘nil’ for paid staff to also report ‘nil’ for volunteers unless the organization 
is not active. This is particularly noticeable in religious organisations where members do not think of their 
service to the organisation in terms of volunteering and often boards or committee do not regard 
themselves as ‘volunteers’ unless prompted.  
Some studies have shown that there is a link between the length of interrogation in surveys about 
volunteering and the accuracy of the final measure of volunteering effort.11 Enhanced ACNC guidance, 
giving targeted examples and education about what is considered volunteering would improve the 
accuracy of responses. 
  
                                                 
11
  Steinberg, K. and P. Schervish. 2004. “Methodology is Destiny: The Effect of Survey Prompts on Reported levels of Giving and 
Volunteering," Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly, Vol. 33(4): 628-654; Steinberg, K. and W. Chin. 2001. "Measurement 
of Volunteering: A Methodological Study using Indiana as A Test Case," Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly, Vol. 12(2): 
193-211. 
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What activities do BRCs report?  
Main activity 
Nearly all (94.8%) BRCs across Australia conducted activities. As would be expected, an overwhelming 
majority listed their main activity as religious (94.4%). Other main activities included ‘other education’, 
‘primary and secondary education’, and ‘economic, social and community development’. For charities with 
a religious purpose that are not BRCs, the most common main activity was religious activities (57.8%) 
followed by primary and secondary education (23.5%). 
Activities should not be confused with the ‘purpose’ of a charity. Activities can be conducted to support 
the furtherance of a purpose and be regarded as merely a way to achieve a purpose.12 
Number of additional activities 
BRCs across Australia had on average 1.2 additional activities, although 45.1% did not state any additional 
activities. Overall, the average number of additional activities for combined Australian charities was 1.8 
with 31.1% of all charities not stating any additional activities.  
 
Figure 4. Basic religious charities and number of additional activities 
  
                                                 
12
 “For example, a church that is registered with the subtype – entity with a purpose that is the advancement of religion – 
occasionally provides clothes and food vouchers to families that attend their church services and that are experiencing poverty. 
This service is not provided frequently, and is merely incidental to the registered entity’s activities to advance religion.” ACNC 
Explanatory Memorandum at para 13.79. 
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Type of additional activities  
Table 2 displays the top 10 additional activities for BRCs. As with main activity, religious activities were the 
most commonly listed additional activities. This was also true for non-BRC charities with a religious 
purpose, and for all charities combined. For charities that did not have a religious purpose, religious 
activities were not ranked in the top 10 additional activities.  
For religious non-BRCs, primary and secondary education was the second most common activity (17.6% of 
these charities). For BRCs however, primary and secondary education did not rank in the top ten additional 
activities. Common additional activities for BRCs were emergency and relief, social services, other 
education and aged care activities.  
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Table 2. Top 10 additional activities for basic religious charities vs. other charities 
Ranking 
Basic Religious 
Charities 
Religious purpose but 
not BRC 
All other non-religious 
charities 
All charities 
Additional 
activity 
% 
Additional 
activity 
% 
Additional 
activity 
% 
Additional 
activity 
% 
1 
Religious 
activities 
47.5% 
Religious 
activities 
60.4% 
Other 
education 
19.3% 
Religious 
activities 
18.9% 
2 
Emergency 
and relief 
9.5% 
Primary and 
secondary 
education 
17.6% Other 17.0% 
Other 
education 
15.2% 
3 Social services 7.6% 
Other 
education 
11.6% 
Economic, 
social and 
community 
development 
15.7% Other 12.6% 
4 
Other 
education 
5.8% Social services 9.9% 
Emergency 
and relief 
13.7% 
Economic, 
social and 
community 
development 
12.3% 
5 
Aged care 
activities 
5.7% 
Emergency 
and relief 
9.6% Social services 12.4% 
Emergency 
and relief 
12.2% 
6 
Other 
recreation and 
social club 
activity 
5.4% 
Economic, 
social and 
community 
development 
8.7% 
Culture and 
arts 
11.0% Social services 11.0% 
7 
Economic, 
social and 
community 
development 
4.8% 
Culture and 
arts 
7.1% 
Aged care 
activities 
10.1% 
Culture and 
arts 
8.8% 
8 
International 
activities 
3.8% 
Aged care 
activities 
6.4% 
Other 
recreation and 
social club 
activity 
9.6% 
Aged care 
activities 
8.6% 
9 Other 3.7% Other 6.3% 
Primary and 
secondary 
education 
9.0% 
Primary and 
secondary 
education 
8.3% 
10 
Culture and 
arts 
3.6% 
Other 
recreation and 
social club 
activity 
5.7% 
Other health 
service 
delivery 
9.0% 
Other 
recreation and 
social club 
activity 
8.2% 
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Who were listed as beneficiary groups of Basic Religious Charities? 
Number of beneficiary classes 
Charities were asked to select their beneficiaries from a number of categories. For BRCs, the mean number 
of beneficiary classes was 4.4. For non-BRC charities with a religious purpose, the mean number of 
beneficiary classes was lower at 3.9. Charities without a religious purpose had on average four beneficiary 
classes. Some 12.6% of BRCs did not list any beneficiary classes (compared to 9.9% of religious non-BRCs).  
 
Figure 5. Basic religious charities and number of beneficiary groups 
Type of beneficiaries  
As Figure 6 displays, the general community in Australia was the largest beneficiary class, cited by 58.9% of 
all BRCs. Children, youth, women, aged persons and men were also commonly listed beneficiary groups for 
BRCs. 
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Figure 6. Type of beneficiaries for basic religious charities 
In terms of the top 10 beneficiary groups, children, youth and the general community in Australia all 
ranked in the top three for BRCs, religious non-BRCs, other charities and all charities Australia wide (see 
Table 3). People with disabilities ranked fourth among beneficiary groups for other charities, but eighth 
and ninth for BRCs and religious non-BRCs respectively. Victims of disasters ranked tenth for BRCs but did 
not rank in the top ten for the other categories. The Indigenous persons group is notably absent from the 
top ten beneficiary groups for BRCs but is among the top ten beneficiary groups for religious non-BRCs and 
all other non-religious charities.   
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Table 3. Top 10 beneficiary groups for basic religious charities and all other charities across Australia 
Ranking 
Basic Religious charities Religious non-BRCs 
All other non-religious 
charities 
All charities 
Beneficiary % Beneficiary % Beneficiary % Beneficiary % 
1 
General 
community in 
Australia 
58.9% Children 59.0% Children 49.6% Children 49.8% 
2 Children 46.7% Youth 47.3% 
General 
community in 
Australia 
40.8% 
General 
community in 
Australia 
45.6% 
3 Youth 40.2% 
General 
community in 
Australia 
44.1% Youth 33.8% Youth 36.8% 
4 Women 40.1% Women 29.6% 
People with 
disabilities 
29.9% Women 32.2% 
5 Aged persons 38.1% Men 26.5% Women 29.6% Aged persons 30.0% 
6 Men 37.3% Aged persons 24.3% Aged persons 27.8% Men 28.3% 
7 Other charities 22.5% Other charities 21.6% 
Aboriginal or 
Torres Strait 
Islanders 
26.7% 
People with 
disabilities 
25.9% 
8 
People with 
disabilities 
18.5% Ethnic groups 18.8% Men 25.2% 
Aboriginal or 
Torres Strait 
Islanders 
22.6% 
9 
Unemployed 
persons 
18.4% 
People with 
disabilities 
18.6% 
Unemployed 
persons 
17.2% Other charities 18.2% 
10 
Victims of 
disasters 
18.3% 
Aboriginal or 
Torres Strait 
Islanders 
17.3% Ethnic groups 16.9% Ethnic groups 17.3% 
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What reporting obligations do Basic Religious Charities have? 
 
Table 4. Percentage of charities reporting to various Commonwealth agencies by basic religious status 
Commonwealth agency Abbreviation 
Percent 
Basic 
Religious 
charities 
Percent of 
Religious 
Charities 
but not 
BRCs 
Percent of 
all other 
Non-
Religious 
Charities 
Percent 
of all 
Charities 
Australian Securities and Investments 
Commission 
ASIC 
33.9% 11.2% 14.9% 15.0% 
Department of Education, Employment and 
Workplace Relations 
DEEWR 
27.0% 78.7% 26.6% 35.0% 
Department of Families, Housing, Community 
Services and Indigenous Affairs 
FaHCSIA 
13.0% 2.1% 27.3% 22.8% 
Department of Health and Ageing DoHA 5.2% 2.1% 29.2% 24.0% 
Tertiary Education Quality and Standards 
Agency 
TEQSA 
1.7% 0.7% 0.5% 0.6% 
Australian Skills Quality Authority ASQA 1.3% 0.4% 1.0% 0.9% 
Register of Cultural Organisations RoCO 0.9% 1.0% 2.8% 2.4% 
Office of the Registrar of Indigenous 
Corporations 
ORIC 
0.4% 0.0% 0.7% 0.5% 
Register of Environmental Organisations REO 0.0% 0.2% 2.7% 2.2% 
Overseas Aid Gift Deduction Scheme OAGDS 0.0% 0.0% 0.2% 0.2% 
Register of Harm Prevention Charities RoHPC 0.0% 0.0% 0.02% 0.02% 
Other  28.3% 9.2% 27.6% 24.7% 
 
Table 4 shows the percentage of charities reporting to various government agencies, and surprisingly 
shows a third of BRCs reporting to the company regulator, ASIC, despite the definition of BRC excluding 
certain types of corporate status. The figure may reflect reporting of some other issues such as business 
name, but the level seems high.  
The AIS included an optional set of questions about a charity’s compliance burden to State and 
Commonwealth government departments. As expected, BRCs’ reporting obligations to their state 
governments are minor in comparison to other classes of charity (Figure 7). This is reflected in the mean 
number of hours for reporting by BRCs (Figure 8). 
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Figure 7. Reporting obligations to states in which charity operates 
 
 
Figure 8. Mean number of hours spent completing reporting obligations in previous 12 months 
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Where do Basic Religious Charities operate overseas? 
Some believe that many religious communities maintain various social links that extend beyond Australian 
borders as they are members of denominations that transcend national boundaries or originate from 
migrant countries. Missionary activities are also thought to promote the cross-border activities of such 
charities.  
Figure 9 displays the percentage of BRCs and other charities operating overseas. Nearly 8% of BRCs 
operate overseas (compared to 10.9% of religious non-BRCs and 6.1% of all charities). Less than 5% of non-
religious charities operate overseas.  
 
Figure 9. Charities that operate overseas 
Number of countries and Basic Religious Status 
Figure 10 displays the mean number of countries in which charities reported operating outside Australia 
where they operate. BRCs are shown to have fewer overseas countries of operation than other charities, 
whether having a religious purpose or not. This appears to run contrary to popular belief that religious 
organisations tend to operate across borders. However as Figure 10 shows, among other charities, those 
with a religious purpose have the same level of overseas operations as non-religious charities. Further 
research might reveal that, for BRCs, these activities are undertaken through intermediaries or 
denominational specialist agencies. 
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Figure 10. Mean number of operating countries 
The most commonly reported other countries of operation seem to vary between charities with religious 
purposes and those without. The main exception to this is India which ranks in the top two for BRCs, 
religious non-BRCs and all other non-religious charities. The Philippines is reported by around 15% of BRCs 
and religious non-BRCs, but only 9% of non-religious charities. New Zealand is the number one country for 
charities without a religious purpose but ranks ninth for BRCs (and fifth for religious non-BRCs) (see Table 
5).  
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Table 5. Top 10 operating countries for charities by basic religious status 
Ranking 
Basic Religious 
Charities 
Religious Non-BRCs 
All other Non-Religious 
Charities 
All Charities 
Country % Country % Country % Country % 
1 
The 
Philippines 
14.5% India 17.8% 
New 
Zealand 
12.8% India 14.2% 
2 India 14.5% 
The 
Philippines 
16.8% India 12.7% 
The 
Philippines 
12.1% 
3 
Papua New 
Guinea 
9.1% Indonesia 13.0% Cambodia 11.0% 
New 
Zealand 
10.4% 
4 Thailand 8.7% 
Papua New 
Guinea 
11.6% Indonesia 10.2% Indonesia 9.9% 
5 Indonesia 7.7% 
New 
Zealand 
11.2% 
Papua New 
Guinea 
9.6% 
Papua New 
Guinea 
9.8% 
6 Uganda 7.2% Cambodia 9.6% 
The United 
States 
9.4% Cambodia 9.3% 
7 Cambodia 6.6% 
The United 
States 
9.4% 
The 
Philippines 
8.8% 
The United 
States 
8.3% 
8 Vanuatu 6.0% Uganda 7.8% Vietnam 8.2% Thailand 7.8% 
9 
New 
Zealand 
6.0% Thailand 7.4% 
The United 
Kingdom 
8.2% China 6.6% 
10 
The United 
States 
5.9% Fiji 6.8% China 8.0% Uganda 6.6% 
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Summary 
The usefulness of the current AIS data provided by BRCs is limited at present due to misunderstandings 
about the nature of this classification. In future AIS lodgements, a combination of improved guidance on 
the forms as well as more targeted education will improve the data and its usefulness. Small congregations 
are generally late comers to reporting to government bodies and no doubt this will improve over time. 
The data does confirm that such organisations are at the small end of charities by size, and thus the policy 
assumptions appear to be correct. These organisations also have an older establishment profile than most 
other charities and future data will be worth examining for patterns of closures or mergers of these 
charities. 
BRCs appear to be involved at the grassroots level in community activities such as emergency relief, 
community development and social services. Some will be surprised that BRCs have a smaller scope of 
overseas operations than other charities, given their historical social links outside Australia, with 
sponsored individual missionaries, migrant church communities’ links to homelands, and international 
development aid with ‘twinned congregations’. However it is possible that these on the ground efforts are 
now channelled through other religious intermediary organisations.  
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Some notes on the data 
The primary data used are available from the ACNC site on http://data.gov.au. 
Although the charities responded well to the first AIS, not all were required to complete a return at this 
time, not all filed their AIS within the period13 and some failed to complete the full return. Because of 
these issues, only 44,000 of nearly 60,000 charities are examined. It also became evident in the analysis of 
the returns that some of the material supplied may not be accurate because of misunderstanding of 
questions. Other points to note in the collation of data were: 
 1,243 charities did not list their operating states, however nearly all of these list a state of 
residence. These were recoded as operating in their state of residence.14 
 801 charities operated in only one state but did not list a state of residence. These were recoded so 
their state of residence reflected where they operated.15 
 ABNs which were listed twice were removed from the data as were some obvious keying errors. 
 441 Queensland rural fire brigades listed their number of volunteers as 35,453. This is the 
approximate overall number of volunteers for the Rural Fire Service Queensland. As such the data 
were changed to reflect this and each brigade was allocated 80 volunteers.  
 Only charities which provided their AIS were included in the analysis. The year of establishment 
was not included in the AIS form. This information was taken from the charities register for all 
charities included in the analysis.  
Prepared by: 
Prof Myles McGregor-Lowndes and Marie Crittall of The Australian Centre for Philanthropy and Nonprofit 
Studies acpns@qut.edu.au 
This work was made possible by support from the Community Services Industry Alliance. 
  
                                                 
13
 The ACNC Curtin study (fn1) used data as at 30 June 2014, this factsheet includes data to 31 October 2014. According to the 
ACNC, returns are still being received at the time of publishing. 
14
 Number recoded due to not reporting operating states – NSW=436; VIC=330; QLD=184; SA=103; WA=133; TAS=28; ACT=25; 
NT=4. One other charity listed its state as Nairobi and did not list Australian operating states. A further 25 charities did not list a 
state or any operating states. These are included in analyses of the whole sample and may account for differences when the 
total for Australia is examined compared to the state totals.  
15
 Number recoded due to not reporting state of residence – NSW = 265; VIC = 173; QLD = 164; SA = 61; WA = 77; TAS = 24; ACT 
= 15; NT = 22.  
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Why study with the Australian Centre for Philanthropy and Nonprofit 
Studies (ACPNS)? 
 
 Our courses are well known and highly regarded in the nonprofit sector and you will be 
studying with people who are just as passionate about the sector as you are and our 
lecturers are enthusiastic experts in their field. 
 Our courses are available in class or via flexible delivery so you can study with ACPNS from 
wherever you are in Australia. 
 Units are taught in six-week teaching periods, meaning you can cover a greater breadth of 
topics in a shorter period of time. 
 You don’t necessarily need an undergrad degree to enrol; your practice knowledge and 
experience is taken into consideration when you apply. 
 
ACPNS offers two postgraduate courses, the Graduate Certificate in Business (Philanthropy and 
Nonprofit Studies) and the Master of Business (Philanthropy and Nonprofit Studies), both designed 
to equip students with the expertise to manage nonprofit organisations. Both courses build 
professional knowledge and skills in focal nonprofit topics, including governance, management, 
ethical practices, legal issues, fundraising, accounting & finance, marketing, and social enterprise.  
 
Our alumni are making a difference to the way nonprofits operate in the community service 
environment, philanthropy, legal, accounting and consulting professions, finance, fundraising, 
economics, social enterprise and other sectors, both in Australia and overseas. 
 
Scholarships and bursaries 
 
Due to the generosity of ACPNS supporters and their alumni, ACPNS students have access to a range 
of generous financial support options, including scholarships, grants, bursaries and prizes. 
Scholarships are awarded for both merit and/or financial need.  
 
For more information on courses and financial support for ACPNS students please feel free to call us 
on 07 3138 1020 or email acpns@qut.edu.au.  You can also find more information online by going to 
'Study with us' at www.qut.edu.au/business/acpns 
 
About the Centre 
The Australian Centre for Philanthropy and Nonprofit Studies is within the School of Business at the 
Queensland University of Technology. ACPNS brings to the community the benefits of teaching, 
research, technology and service relevant to philanthropic and nonprofit communities and is a full 
member of the international Nonprofit Academic Centres Council. 
 
The ACPNS website offers valuable resources to the philanthropic and nonprofit sector  such as 
journal articles, statistics and podcasts on a wide range of contemporary issues such as fundraising, 
social investment, charity law and nonprofit governance. Visit www.qut.edu.au/business/acpns for 
more information, or contact us on 07 3138 1020 or acpns@qut.edu.au  
‘Once I loved being a 
lawyer, now I love saving 
women’s lives in some of 
the world’s most exotic 
places, like Nepal, Bhutan 
and Kiribati.’ 
 
Joe, Chief Executive Officer at 
The Australian Cervical Cancer 
Foundation 
‘I’m researching ways to 
help nonprofits stay 
sustainable during the tough 
fiscal times.’ 
Mike, ACPNS Research Fellow 
and Lecturer 
‘It’s a great privilege to be 
able to work with the Boards 
of some of the most iconic 
nonprofits in Australia.’ 
Jennifer, working with Board 
Matters, a specialist consulting 
firm with not-for-profit governance 
and legal expertise 
‘I knew that whatever 
I did I had to believe 
that I was contributing 
towards making the 
world a better place.’ 
Helen, working with Micah 
Projects to help people make the 
move from homelessness to home 
Our graduates make a 
difference and you can too 
 
 
